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Transparency
petition
receives
criticism
By pAUL GOUDARZi-fRY

P

uget Sound students have created a petition asking for the names of the 88 faculty members who voted against the KNOW overlay,
which will implement teaching methods aimed at magnifying diversity. At the time of writing, the Facebook group “Students
Demanding Transparency” had 71 members backing this petition.
“We believe that this many professors voting against a diversity core overlay is unacceptable at a university claiming to be concerned
about diversity and social justice. There is no excuse for the perpetuation of the old core requirements when so much of this campus remains
exclusive to white, male, cisgender, heterosexual, upper middle-class students,” the petition reads.
The petition has three main points explaining the desire for transparency. The first cites educational losses, the second the need to hold
faculty members accountable for their decision, and the third the responsibility of students to make Puget Sound accepting of students from
all backgrounds.
“We believe that the professors who voted against the requirement must be held accountable for voting to perpetuate the unacceptable state
of our curriculum prior to the introduction to the overlay requirement,” the petition reads.
While it is understood that KNOW will not fix all diversity issues at the University, signers of the petition believe the program would create
positive changes.
“Any argument to the contrary is ridiculous because despite progress the university has made the state of our diversity efforts remain
unacceptable because there are obviously members or groups within the administration and faculty resistant to change,” the petition reads.
“…We therefore request the release of the names of all faculty who voted on the diversity overlay requirement and the names of those who
abstained.”
In an e-mail sent to all campus members, Academic Vice President and Dean of the University Kristine Bartanen addressed the petition
and values of campus.
“I affirm clearly that it is counterproductive to assume that a vote against the KNOW proposal is a vote against an inclusive community,”
Bartanen said. “…Rather, the vote is an indication of a range of disagreement about the best way in which to foster such a community and
implement a requirement.”
“A vote against the proposal…should not be interpreted as a vote against diversity or in opposition to an open and welcoming community,”
President Ronald R. Thomas said.
Bartanen further explained that there are ranges of teaching methods within the faculty, and that it was partially due to these divisions that
votes were divided. Because the vote has passed and KNOW will be implemented, the campus as a whole was encouraged to work together
to help make the overlay successful.
SEE TRANSPARENCY PAGE 2
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Proposition 1 for street repairs and safety upgrades up for revote
By ROss DOHRMAnn
On April 22, a special re-election
will be held for proposition no. 1,
which failed to pass last November.
Sponsored by the Metropolitan
Park
District
of
Tacoma,
this proposition would use
approximately $198,000,000 for
street improvements and safety
upgrades.
“From what I’ve read, it seems to
be a relatively reasonable solution to
keep Tacoma safe and maintained,”
freshman Katelyn Rosen said.
The money would be generated
by placing an additional two
percent tax on the revenue of
utility companies such as electric,
telephone and natural gas
companies.
However, almost 75 percent of the

funding needed would come from
electric companies. Some students
have expressed concerns about
the effect this may have on living
expenses.
“I feel like we do need nicer
roads,” freshman Rosalie Boyle
said. “[However], the additional tax
on those companies will drive the
cost of living up.”
Utility
companies
could
potentially raise their prices in
response to these higher taxes,
according to details outlined in the
proposition.
Although companies would need
to seek City Council’s approval,
price elevations could cost the
average household about $4.70 per
month.
“I support this. There is a risk that

utility companies will raise prices so
that they will retain their pre-prop
1 revenue,” freshman Neha Ketkar
said. “However, City Council will at
least be able to oversee any increase
in consumer utility bills, which is
good, unless of course City Council
implements policies that the
residents of Tacoma cannot afford.”
The $11 million generated each
year would be used to repair
approximately 18,000 potholes.
Roughly 510 residential blocks will
be repaved, and safety crosswalks
(as well as flash beacons) will be
improved in 46 school zones.
“There are definitely road work
issues, such as potholes, which
need to be fi xed,” Ketkar said.
Further enhancements would
include restoration of traffic signals

in over 70 intersections.
If enacted into a law, this
proposition will save Tacoma
citizens thousands of dollars
paid each year because of vehicle
damage caused by roads that need
to be repaired.
Although this proposition only
applies to Tacoma neighborhoods,
it has the potential to financially
impact all of Pierce County.
If a particular utility company has
customers outside of Tacoma, those
households will face a higher price
for their utilities as well.
“While I realize that Tacoma is
in dire need of repairing its roads,
taxing residents that live outside of
city limits seems unfair,” freshman
Will Spengler said.
“I support raising taxes to

improve infrastructure as long as
it does not penalize individuals
who don’t benefit from improving
Tacoma’s roads.”
Of the paved streets in Tacoma,
only about one-fourth are
considered to be satisfactory,
according to the International City/
County Management Association.
In comparison, when judged
by the same standards, about
half of the streets in Portland are
considered to be satisfactory. Most
students asserted that the need
for repairs greatly outweighs the
amount of money required.
“It really isn’t that much money,
and it would in turn be reused on
the public,” sophomore Daniel
Rubin said. “Sounds like a great
idea.”

Rethinking guns’ role in
law enforcement

Campus commemorates
beloved S.U.B. worker

Senior spotlight: tennis
player John Stevens

Students help at Tacoma
Maritime Festival

Opinions page 3

Features page 6

Sports page 8

A&E page 12

nEWs

2

April 25, 2014

The Puget Sound Trail
trailnews@pugetsound.edu

Relay for Life increases fundraising efforts on campus
By AsHLEY MALin
Relay for Life has been involved
in a lot of fundraising this year to
prepare for their annual event on
Saturday, May 3 from 4 p.m.—10
a.m. Students and families can
participate individually or in teams.
Some teams camp out overnight
on the field and each one is asked
to have at least one participant on
the track at all times doing laps. The
event honors cancer victims and
survivors while raising money for
cancer research.
According to the Relay for Life
website, over “14 million cancer
survivors” will celebrate a birthday
this year! It is not too late to get
involved. Students can sign up at
Relay for Life tables in the S.U.B., or
sign up online at the event’s website
www.relayforlife.org.
At the beginning of the event is
the Survivors Lap where cancer

survivors gather to walk together.
“I love the Survivor’s Lap−the

“It’s a mild source of pride
that I came to the school
that started something as
amazing as Relay [for Life].”
—Zack Cohan

opening of the walk because I am a
survivor and I think it is awesome to
start the walk that way,” Director of
Student Activities Marta Palmquist
Cady said. “I also feel hopeful
because we are walking, we are
moving forward, we are working
on ways to make this disease affect
less people.”
Relay for Life is significant
on a personal level for many
participants.

TRANSPARENCY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“As I observed the faculty debate
over the past year, it was clear
that there were many substantive
reasons expressed to support the
proposal and many that advocated
a different pedagogical approach to
reaching the objective on principled
or practical grounds. The process
was in my view very transparent.
There was struggle, to be sure.
But struggle is always a part of
progress,” President Thomas said.
“I suggested further that we will
do that work best not by fostering
division, or silencing dispute, or

“My sister was diagnosed with
cancer when she was two years
old and was fortunately declared
cancer-free after a year and a half
of fighting,” senior and co-chair of
Relay for Life at Puget Sound Tess
Davis said.
“Not all people are so lucky to
be able to say that their sister is a
survivor. I want to finish the fight
for those that need help fighting
against cancer.”
Relay for Life will be celebrating
its 30th birthday this year and its
first beginnings at Puget Sound.
“It’s a mild source of pride that
I came to the school that started
something as amazing as Relay,”
sophomore Zack Cohan said.
There have been a variety of
fundraising events for Relay this
year.
One fundraiser on campus
included a hamburger sliders food
cart in the Oppenheimer Courtyard

that helped Puget Sound raise
money for the event. Other events
included a bake sale and a hot wing
eating contest in the Rotunda.
“DCS was kind enough to donate
over 300 sliders that we sold in
Thompson Courtyard,” Davis said.
“Additionally, we had a hot wing
eating contest in the S.U.B., which
was very entertaining to watch!
The Gibson’s truck also stopped
by on campus and we received a
percentage of the profits made. Our
main way of fundraising, however,
is through participant registration.
We heavily rely on the donations
that our participants make as well
as receive.”
Every participant is asked to
raise $100 through a $10 dollar
sponsorship from family and
friends. It is an incentive for teams
to compete against one another to
see who can raise the most money.
Every Greek house has had their

own teams competing against each
for fundraising efforts.
So far, Beta Theta Pi has made the
most in fundraising with $1620.
“This year I will be participating
with the Beta Delta chapter of Sigma
Alpha lota, which is particularly
important for our chapter this year
because one of our alumni was
diagnosed with cancer,” sophomore
Lorrain Oill said. “We will have her
in our hearts as we walk this year.”
Relay is a space where participants
can remember those who have
been affected by cancer and the
continual research involved with
finding a cure.
“I see Relay as a chance for people
to come together, make a difference
and have a good time doing it,
which is really great,” Cohan said.
“At Relay, hundreds of people who
have been affected by cancer are
there showing their support for one
another.”

casting blame but by continuing
open, respectful, learning dialogue
in the days ahead,” Bartanen said.
Students, faculty, staff and
administrators
can
have
meaningful
dialogue
about
differing perspectives on how best
to foster an inclusive community,
how to continue to create spaces
that invite and honor minoritized
voices and how together to hear the
complex range of voices that speak
to diversity and inclusion both on
campus and in society.”
Addressing the petition, the
e-mail explained how releasing the
names of faculty members was not
appropriate, given that professors

are not elected officials but rather
professional educators. It should
also be noted that the studentcirculated petition did not address
what students were going to do with
the released names or why that was
important to creating diversity at
Puget Sound.
“I believe that we are all interested
in creating an inclusive and
welcoming campus community,
one that challenges us to think
critically, to debate ideas humanely,
and to be challenged to reach our
aspirations,” Bartanen said.
“Continually creating a campus
environment that is welcoming and
inclusive is an absolutely essential

priority for the university, and I am
proud to be part of an institution
where faculty, students, and staff
work together to engage issues
and improve the experiences of
all members of our community,”
President Thomas said.
“…The issue has never been
whether or not we as a community
are invested in advancing a more
diverse and inclusive community,
but rather what the faculty,
who hold responsibility for the
curriculum, believe to be the best
way to integrate these values into
our curriculum.”

“Tell us about your major and why you chose it.”

“I’m
an
international
political economy major
(IPE). I’m also planning
on being a Spanish minor
as well as having an Asian
Studies emphasis.”
-Ian Craighead

“My major is
computer science
and the reason
why that is my
major is because
I find it really
interesting,
but
it’s a field that can
be used in any
asset that’s really
generalizable, any
other field of study
even.”
-Zack Cohan
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“I’m a double major
in Chinese and
religion and I chose
religion
mainly
because I love all the
professors, but also
because I knew very
little about religion
and it fascinated me
the most, Chinese
because I’ve never
fallen in love with
a language until I
took a Chinese class
here.”
-Mica Thompson
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The Weekly Log

seCuriTy rePorT
The following is a summary
of incidents occurring on
campus - or the campus
border - and reported to
Security Services between
April 15, 2014 and April 21,
2014:
There were no reports
of crime or university

violations during the week.
Crime Prevention Tips:
·
The use of “U-Bolt”
style locks to security
bicycles is highly
recommended. Remember
to secure bicycles through
the frame. Secure your bike

The PuGeT sound Trail

in your room if you will be
aware for Spring Break.
·
Do not leave valuables
in your vehicle – especially
in plain view.
·
Always secure your
room or office area when
unattended. With the

warner weather, remember
to secure your window
while you are away.
·
Take advantage
of the Security Safety
Escort Services by calling
253.879.3311. This service is
available 24/7.
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Students should get internships for summertime
By ANGELICA SPEARWOMAN
For most college students, summer is not the time to sleep in and
relax.
With an increasingly competitive job market, college students
are faced with the daunting task
of getting real world work experience that can help them get a job
after college.
According to Fox Business,
“employers are looking for students who have done meaningful
work,” said Lynn O’Shaughnessy,
author of The College Solution.
“They’re not just interested in
students who may have devoted
a lot of time studying and getting
straight As. They want students
who have shown initiative and are
motivated and have pursued interests outside the classroom.”
There are many ways to make
summer vacation a productive
one.
Students can intern, volunteer

and take additional college classes.
If you involve yourself in your
field of interest over the summer,
the chances of you finding a job
after college should increase.
This post-college job market
puts a lot of pressure on students
to search for the perfect internship or job that will make their
resume look impressive to future
employers.
“I feel like I have to get a summer job or internship because if I
don’t, I won’t have enough stuff
on my resume,” a Puget Sound
freshman said.
Balancing school and the future can be very stressful and has
the potential to really overwhelm
students.
“I feel like if I don’t have an internship lined up or some sort of
job I will be behind, and some
people will judge me for not having my life together. There’s a lot
of pressure to get jobs or internships even if you don’t want one,”

freshman Mary Ferreira-Wallace
said.
“Well it’s [getting a job/internship] what you got to do,” freshman Kelsee Levey said.
We all feel this pressure to keep

“ Many schools will put
pressure on students to
find summer work because
professors and students
know how valuable
having a summer job and
internship can be for a
student’s future. ”
up with everyone else.
Students often feel as though
they have to have something going on over the summer or else
they will not get a job after they
graduate.

While having a summer job or
internship does not lead directly
to getting a job after you graduate, the experience can definitely
help your chances.
Many schools will put pressure
on students to find summer work
because professors and students
know how valuable having a summer job and internship can be for
a student’s future.
Some question whether or not
Puget Sound or liberal arts colleges in general let students know
how important having a summer
job or internship can be for their
future.
“Puget Sound professors and
the student body in general put no
pressure on its students compared
to east coast colleges. At Puget
Sound, it is fine to mess around
all summer even if you are going
into your senior year of college.
That’s unthinkable for students
who attend east coast schools,” senior Emma Collins said.
Taking Collins’ remark into

consideration, does this put us at
a disadvantage compared to other
college students?
Since it often seems like our
professors and student body put
little to no pressure on us to intern or work over summer, how
will we compete with other graduates?
For the most part, finding work
comes down to individual motivation.
If you choose to reach out for
help, there are many resources
that can be of service to you.
Students at Puget Sound may
not feel pressure within the campus community to get a job or internship, but most feel it when
thinking about their future.
Therefore, students should motivate themselves to find work and
take advantage of the fact that the
university can offer advice and resources to help those who are unsure of how to gain experience in
their field of interest.

Revision needed on guns as answer to conflict resolution
By GRACE WITHERELL
The police don’t always get the
best press.
In movies and TV shows, they
are portrayed as highly overbearing, sometimes idiotic, useless
and aggressive individuals blinded to the needs of others by their
position of privilege or their own
bureaucratic agenda.
They almost always deter progress rather than promoting it, and
are often used as the punch line
of a joke.
But in some cases, how the police are portrayed in the media is
far too real.
Police brutality is something so
ingrained in modern culture that
we have become desensitized to it.
To see an accidental shooting
or peaceful protest gone awry at
the hands of a police officer in the
news isn’t too far out of the ordinary, and continues to be a prominent issue in the United States.
Just last month, near the end
of March, a man camping illegally in the foothills of Albuquerque
was approached and shot dead by
the Albuquerque Police Department, a department that has a
reputation for being particularly
ruthless.
On March 30th an initially
peaceful civilian rally protesting
the shooting turned chaotic after
the police decided to disperse the
crowd using tear gas.
The city is in an uproar about
the lack of security their police
force offers them, and is only one
example of the many police brutalities that occur daily in the
United States.
Even if police brutality cannot
be found in all cities in the U.S.,
there is nonetheless a prominent
disconnect between the civilian
and police population in America.
Junior Alaina Davis reflects on
her life growing up and the relationship she had with the police
in her neighborhood.
“I grew up in a rather safe area,
and the police were more a means
of law enforcement rather than a
group protecting civilians from
harm. Persecuting people was the
top priority and eclipsed their
dedication to the city’s wellbeing.”
This kind of mentality transforms police officers from civil
servants to vigilantes.
It is possible to have a police
force that resolves conflict without violence.
For example, Japanese police

are a model for peaceful conflict
resolution.
It should be noted that gun violence in Japan in general results,
on average, fewer than 50 cases a
year.
This is extremely different compared with the U.S., where in 2008
there were over twelve thousand
firearm-related homicide cases.
This difference lies in the accessibility of guns, which are largely
illegal in Japan.
This trend, however, carries
over into Japanese Police departments where gun use is most definitely allowed.
In Japan, however, there is a
very strong emphasis on guns as
a last resort.
Police officers receive more
hours of gun training compared

“ Instead of thinking of
violence as a necessary evil
to protect people, it should
be considered a last resort
after all other avenues have
been explored. ”
to their American counterparts,
but are also trained in different
martial arts to prevent them from
first drawing their guns in a time
of crisis.
Even though Japan is a much
smaller country than the United States, our police force could
learn a lot from their example.
But of course, what works for
Japan, or any other country,
might not work in America.
The American attitude towards
brutality and ‘necessary’ violence
is very difficult to define, but certain police behaviors that are decidedly legal in the U.S. would be
considered illegal in Japan.
In some ways the Japanese government is much stricter than the
American government, but it is
also more effective at protecting
its people from police-related violence.
For example, Japanese police
officers are given guns to use
while on duty, but it is quite common for an officer to leave it in the
station while they go on rounds.
This protects Japanese citizens
from police officers who react
hastily, that might have otherwise
misfired and hurt a civilian.
This example is tenuous how-

ever, since the decision to leave a
gun behind is made by the officer and American police officers
are stuck in the mindset that guns
and violence are required to solve
conflict.
Gun violence is a prime example of unnecessary police brutality.
Because we live in a culture that
is accustomed to violence, it is expected that police officers carry a
gun.
It is never questioned whether
guns should be allowed as a tool
utilized by the police.
Claire Grubb, a senior, argues
that the mentality of a small but
significant portion of U.S. citizens would not be swayed even if
stricter gun control laws were enacted, due to the American conception that guns protect people.
“People love the second amendment, it is heavily rooted in our

country’s history. However, the
founding fathers wrote the second amendment in a time that
was very different from our own
when land owners needed to protect themselves from roaming militias,” Grubb said.
Because of this past mentality,
people still believe that guns are
necessary to protect.
Guns in the police force are here
to stay, and it is important to seek
alternative methods that will not
only lower the amount of gun-related casualties but also will also
satisfy the American people and
change the way we think about violence.
Instead of thinking of violence
as a necessary evil to protect people, it should be considered a last
resort after all other avenues have
been explored.
We need to be more vocal about
what we can do to hold officers

accountable for their actions, and
what officers can do to gain the
trust of the people they are supposed to protect.
I think by following the Japanese model of an almost anti-artillerist protection, the U.S. could
not only change the mentality of
many police officers, but could
also lead to the creation of a more
ethically oriented, highly skilled
police force.
There have been programs created to pursuing these ends; for
example in some states it is required by law to install cameras
on police uniforms during duty to
increase accountability.
Overall, America has become
hyper-aware of violence perpetrated by police officers, and because of this awareness U.S. civilians can have a say in making
their cities a safer place.

COMIC COURTESY/BRIT SANDUSKY

Want your opinion to be heard?

If you have a strong reaction to an article, e-mail us at trailops@pugetsound.edu, or visit
our website at trail.pugetsound.edu and share your voice with us.
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University practices not as sustainable as we hoped
By BECCA DUNCAN
You might notice that you see
about a hundred stickers around
campus that say “Loggers Live
Green.”
These stickers are on everything
including water bottles, binders and
walls. But how much truth is there
to what these stickers say?
Puget Sound talks a lot about sustainability, and to some degree, they
follow up on those initiatives with
actions that prove their commitment to sustainability.
There are a great number of practices on this campus, however,
that are less than environmentally
friendly.
There is more that everyone can
do to live up to the University’s reputation for living green.
“We don’t have the newest information about sustainability, and
I wish we did,” freshman Forrest
Walker said.
“In reality, facts about how to
be environmentally friendly aren’t
that visible. We have all the posters and the things in the dorms that
say ‘turn your lights off!’ but those
aren’t really that helpful, because
people don’t pay attention.”
Of course, the University offers a
fair amount of programs to promote
a sustainable lifestyle.
For example, Dining and Conference Services recently introduced a
program known as “Grizz Grounds,”
in which coffee grounds are packaged and available for members of

the Tacoma community to use in
their gardens as compost, slug repellent or a variety of other functions.
According to ASUPS Sophomore Senator Kyle Chong, “in budget committee, we did do across the
board cuts for transportation, but
we also cut every club’s budget for
posters to save paper.”
Despite these efforts, however,
there is definitely room for improvement.
The PrintGreen program encourages students to print double sided but doesn’t reward students for
printing double-sided sheets.
If a student runs out of prepaid
pages, they have to pay for extra
prints.
Students should be rewarded for
their sustainable printing habits by
only paying only for one page.
The University is also known for
frequently mowing the lawn, using
leaf blowers and watering the grass
even when it rains.
The Puget Sound grounds look
great, but these practices are bad for
the environment.
According to the Washington
Post, “about 30 percent of the fuel
the [leaf blowers] engine uses fails
to undergo complete combustion;
as a result, the engine emits a number of air pollutants. Carbon monoxide, nitrous oxides and hydrocarbons escape from the engine in
large quantities… Both nitrous oxides and hydrocarbons contribute to
smog formation. Hydrocarbons can

be carcinogenic, and nitrous oxides
can cause acid rain.”
Chemicals and gases like these, in
addition to the water wasted on the
lawns, are probably not worth the
immaculate state of the grounds.
Puget Sound needs to increase its
sustainability, and put “living green”
higher on its priority list.
“A lot of professors require you to
print articles that are already available online,” sophomore Chalee Batungbacal said.
“It comes out to a lot of paper.”
This problem could be circumvented by making course readers
available to rent from the bookstore,
and then recycling those course
readers for the next semester.
“Each student gives $255 to
ASUPS as their student government
fund. Only $3 of that money goes
to the ASUPS Green Fund,” Chong
said.
It would not be unreasonable, if
sustainability is really a priority for
the school, to take out a few more
dollars in order to fund more green
technologies and green initiatives.
For example, don’t just plain recycle paper. Instead, take recycled,
one-sided paper and rebind it for
use as cheap notebooks.
In addition, compost bins should
be readily available in dorm hallways, so that composting food and
the like is easy and accessible for
students.
There are a multitude of ways in
which Loggers can really start living green.

PHOTO COURTESY/PETER DAVIDSON

Sustainability: Puget Sound should encourage sustainable practices.

Outdoor study areas a necessity to do work in warm weather
By LUC SOKOLSKY
We’ve recently had an early
glimpse of the summer-to-come
here in Tacoma.
Almost everyone loves the sun, so
when it makes an appearance, students flock to the outdoors, sitting
in front of the S.U.B., playing sports,
tanning on the lawn and more.

Yes, we crave vitamin D, and we
all probably suffer from some degree of seasonal affective disorder
whether we realize it or not, but our
time in the sun comes at a price.
This last month of school is the
most academically rigorous, which
is all the more grueling for the sunny weather.
Ideally, it’d be easier to work effi-

ciently outside, but it is rarely effective.
Computer screens are hard to
look at in the bright light, and their
batteries drain quickly.
The biggest thing keeping Walker
Bohannan, a computer science major, from doing his homework outside is that the glare on the screen
makes it difficult to see, effectively

making his work impossible outside.
This problem is solvable. One
thing we need is a lot of outdoor
power outlets.
If the geology classroom has the
capacity to plug in what seems like
a few hundred computers, then we
can certainly take this abundance of
electricity outside.

PHOTO COURTESY/FAITH MATTHEWS

Sunny studying: Students should be able to have the freedom to both do homework outside and enjoy the weather spring brings.

Being limited to the life of our
batteries, especially with screens
fully illuminated, is too limiting.
We could try to keep on working
in the library, but those solar rays
are just so tantalizing.
Hence, why waste time sitting in
the classroom when you could be
soaking up something that in Tacoma is as precious as gold?
Having class outside should become standard.
Obviously there are some classes
where it is not feasible, but plenty
of discussion based classes, or even
lectures that don’t rely on notes on
the board or PowerPoint presentations could easily be taken to another venue.
With the knowledge that we can
have our cake and eat it too, that we
can be outside and go to class, students will be less likely to skip class
on a sunny day, according to Jack
Derham, a junior.
There are a few structural changes
that are necessary to make all of this
happen.
Sitting on the ground is not conducive to studying because it too often leads to discomfort or naps.
In order to facilitate good academic work while outside, there
should be more benches and picnic
tables.
These tables would be made even
better if they were accompanied by
large umbrellas.
More seating options, along with
many more outdoor outlets, would
aid students in the constant struggle
between studying and relaxing.
Rather than being forced to sacrifice study time or sun time, students
would be able to enjoy both simultaneously.
As a result, overall happiness,
higher work ethic and more learning would ensue.
What is better than a bunch of
happy, tanned, Puget Sound scholars?

Opinions contained herein do not necessarily reflect the views of The Trail staff, ASUPS, the University or its Board of Trustees. Articles and letters in the Opinions section are printed at the discretion
of the Trail editorial staff. The Trail reserves the right to refuse any letters submitted for publication. Letters to the editor will not be edited for grammar, spelling, or content, except in the case of
material that is considered to be offensive, as determined by the Trail style guide. All letters to the editor must be signed and must have an email address or phone number. Letters for publication the
following Friday are due no later than Monday at noon and may be sent to: The Puget Sound Trail, 1095 Wheelock Student Center, Tacoma, WA 98416 or trail@pugetsound.edu.
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HEY YOU! Graphic designer
for ASUPS, posters are lookin’
SIIIICK.
HEY YOU! Former ASUPS cultural events chair, all those events
were almost as fine as you are.
HEY YOU! Campus community, keep up the conversation on
diversity.
HEY YOU! Go see the Jazz Band
concert with Eddie Daniels on
Wednesday, April 30 at 7:30 p.m.
in Schneebeck!

Want to submit a Hey You?
E-mail
trailheyyou@pugetsound.edu
or put one in the boxes in
Diversions or Oppenheimer Cafe.
The Trail will never publish
Hey Yous that explicitly refer
to individuals or groups or are
hateful or libelous in nature. A
full description of the policy can
be found at trail.pugetsound.edu.
HEY YOU! Person who wrote the
Wetlands RDG article, good for
you for voicing your opinion.
HEY YOU! Puget Sound gardeners, the tulips are lookin’ fresh!
HEY YOU! Flower ninja, let’s get
a liiiitle more rambunctious next
time. Those tulips won’t know
what hit them.
HEY YOU! Trail e-i-c, I know
what you did. And I do not approve.
HEY YOU! Housemate, thanks for
always getting hungry and boy-

crazy at the same time. It makes
life easier.

HEY YOU! Comm professor,
you’re a silver fox.

HEY YOU! Bunnies on campus:
Come out to play more!

HEY YOU! Latin American Tuesdays in the S.U.B., you make every
Tuesday a fiesta!!

HEY YOU! Wetlands, while your
efforts to be a safe and tolerant
space are admirable, I lose respect
for you when the opinions you
publish are incendiary and antagonistic without being well-supported and logically sound.
HEY YOU! Shakabrah, think
about being open 24/7.
HEY YOU! Chief Choco-bear,
your hair is fantastic! Keep doing
what you’re doing.

HEY YOU! Housemate, you can’t
complain about the dirty kitchen
when you’re the one making it
dirty.
HEY YOU! Come to Theta’s
Frisbee Fest on Saturday on Todd
Field at 10:30 a.m.! $30 for a team
of seven; all proceeds go to Court
Appointed Special Advocates.
HEY YOU! Sexy occupational
therapy student...you’re the best.

HEY YOU! Spoken Word and
Poetry in Rendezvous on Sunday
at 4 p.m.! Two-time national slam
poetry champion Anis Mojgani
will join us in Schneebeck on
Thursday, May 1 at 7:30 p.m.!

HEY YOU! Come to Greek Sustainability Council’s Thrift Shop
event on Saturday, May 3 at the
Rotunda from 10-2. Everything
will be so cheap, you’ll feel like
you’re stealing. ;)

HEY YOU! Blond Wetlands e-i-c,
Happy Birthday!

HEY YOU! Senior redhead G Phi.
I like Dirty Dancing—do you? ;)
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HEY YOU! I know it’s Easter but
BeMine? <3

HEY YOU! Tall, short-haired Coloradan junior SOAN major: your
quirky style brightens this campus
more than Tacoma’s flighty spring
sunshine! Keep rocking your rad
look!

HEY YOU! Guitar-playing housemate, I’ll miss our kitchen talks.
HEY YOU! Bluegrass show and
jam session tonight (4/18) @ 7
p.m. in Oppenheimer. Bring your
acoustic instruments. All levels
welcome!

HEY YOU! Duck couple on campus, thanks for making my day
whenever you appear.

HEY YOU! Tie-dye wearing geo
major. I hear you’re single, come
make my bed rock.

HEY YOU! Relay for Life kickoff
concert on May 2 at 7:30 p.m. at
the Memorial Fieldhouse, featuring Hey Marseilles and Pigeon
John!

HEY YOU! Red-headed baby A
Phi. I love it when you’re sassy. I
call it a ginger snap! LOL!

HEY YOU! Aurelia aurita, a.k.a.
moon jellyfish, you are the coolest
living organism ever to grace the
seas.

HEY YOU! Kenjamin, Anda Sexi!
HEY YOU! Underground Sound
soloist, you’ll never have to let me
go.

HEY YEW! Deciduously!
HEY YOU! Crew teams, you’re
going to be extraOARdinary this
weekend!

HEY YOU! Diversions squatters
who sit at the table next to the
trash: get a life.
HEY YOU! Cute Cellar worker,
you can put your olive in my salad
anytime. ;)

HEY YOU! Rhinoceros Rex, heard
‘Erica’ for the first time Friday
and let me tell you, it is a pantydropper.

HEY YOU! You are DECIDEDLY
the hottest guy on campus.

HEY YOU! Speed Racer, stop
treating Lawrence like a solo drag
race.

HEY YOU! Archer fan: One
word...SPLOOSH.

HEY YOU! Still tryna to be preclown majors?

HEY YOU! Sk8er Boi, PUCKer
up!
HEY YOU! Go see this weekend’s
STF show: How I Learned to Drive.
HEY YOU! Nat Sherman fan, ur
smokin’ hot.

HEY YOU! SOAN professor,
solid haircut. You really rocked it
Tuesday.
HEY YOU! Yonder. That Easter
brunch was fly. And those tulips.
Wow.

Vive la Spring!

Sex outdoors: a great escape?

By GinnY TEAsLEY

By HARRY nApLEs

The sun is fi nally breaking
through a dank, dark winter here
at Puget Sound, and don’t you all
look radiant. All over campus,
hair is shining, eyes are twinkling
and carefree smiles are breaking
out more naturally and more often. The vibe has grown noticeably
happier in the past month—not to
mention hornier.
What is it about spring that
makes us suddenly realize how
ridiculously good-looking, funny
and smooth we all are? I’m not
just waxing here: “Spring fever” is
a legit phenomenon that has even
been featured on WebMD.
According to University of Texas public health professor Michael
Smolensky, who spoke with WebMD on the topic, “many facets of
everyday life are governed by seasonal patterns as well as circadian
rhythms—our internal biological
clock. These are the rhythms of
life, and we take them for granted.”
As we transition from winter
slooge to sweet, sweet normalcy,
the body and mind respond in
kind. During the winter months,
the body typically prioritizes storing energy rather than expending
it on physical activities, including
showing off, going out, investing in
new relationships and even making sperm. Levels of energetically
costly sex hormones decrease.
The onset of darkness—including
gloomy, rainy days—triggers increased production of melatonin,
corresponding to lethargy.
With all that going against it,
sex drives naturally tend to hit an
annual low during the winter season.

Spring can feel like becoming
yourself again. It is inexplicably
empowering, and makes many
of us feel sexier than we can remember as our bodies naturally
increase production of rewarding
endorphins as well as sex hormones estrogen and testosterone.
I’m sure many want to put those
hormones to good use, and that
contributes to the fun, fl irty energy that has overtaken campus.
Interestingly, despite the strong
association spring has with fertility, birth and rebirth, some studies
of single male “sex journals” have
shown that average sexual activity is actually lower in the spring
than in the summer and fall, when
testosterone levels and conception
rates tend to peak.
If summer equals sex, maybe
spring equals foreplay. Savoring
the little things that were previously shrouded under a wintery
curtain—the colors, the sounds,
the smells. The beauty of what’s at
your fi ngertips fi nally revealing itself...Cue the sax.
With all that renewed energy
and drive, few may need encouragement to express themselves
through new clothing, activities,
sports, creativity, good humor or
whatever makes you feel most like
yourself.
Th is is the time to be receptive
and appreciative of each other, and
explore new relationships and experiences. Relish any instance of
open infatuation, curiosity or adventure that marks a good spring.
And even as the year speeds to a
chaotic and project-laden halt, be
sure to make time for some welldeserved play and enjoy the ride!
Welcome back to baseline.

T

he weather is warming up, and clothes
are being stripped
off. Summer is just
around the corner, and it seems
like the perfect time to explore
sex outside!
But before you frolic around
town, there are a couple things
that you should consider.
First of all, what are we talking
about here? When I talk about
outdoor sex, I don’t mean sex in
remote wilderness locations for
just you, your partner and the
mountains. Many might think of
that as the ideal.
I’m talking about sex in public
and semi-public places. Parks,
backyards, fields and beaches
are all examples of what I have in
mind.
Is exploring your sexuality too
taboo in these spaces? Can you
really get it on with your partner
in public?
I want to make the case that it
is. But first, we have to take into
consideration several factors that
come into play whenever you mix
public space and private activities.
Firstly, you should always take
into account the space’s function
and who uses it. For example, a
large public beach at midnight
might be a better option than say,
a playground at four in the afternoon.
Remember that people use public spaces for many other reasons
than sex, and that you’re there as
a visitor. It’s a not so much fun
to make eye contact with a passing stranger when you’re getting
down and dirty in the woods.

PHOTO COURTESY / MICHAEL VILLASENOR

Freedom: While it can be healthy to explore the adventurous
side of your sexuality, it is important to be respectful of others
and use your best judgment when considering a new or unusual
space for some experimentation.
That is unless, of course, you’re
into that kind of thing.
Secondly, always remember
that public spaces are not generally legally open for you and your
partner to fool around in. Sex
outside is fun, but sex in the back
of a police car…well that might
be fun in a different way.
The important thing is to remember that you’re a guest.
You’re not going to be in the clear
with the law. You’re using the
space for something other than
what it’s intended for, and that’s
not going to be okay with everyone.
Now, there are some claims
against sex in public spaces.
Some might say that by having
sex in a public space, you’re infringing upon another’s right to
use the space. That your actions
are taking away people’s right to

enjoy that space.
This can easily be avoided by
taking into account the times that
a space is used and the activities
that happen there. As previously
mentioned, when you take into
consideration other people’s use
of the space, you make sure that
your fun isn’t infringing upon
others’ right to use the space.
So what then? Well, I’m not
saying that you should go and
fornicate in any business park
you like; however, feel free to explore. You might end up finding
the experience liberating. You
might find out that it’s not for
you.
Ultimately, I think it has the
potential to make you comfortable exploring your world. After
all, what’s a positive sex life without some healthy exploration?
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Strike Debt movement: Remembering Arlene Holt
we’re all in it together
By AUDREY KAUfMAn
You are a college student. You are
probably totally in debt. Your family
might have medical debt from when
you got appendicitis last semester
and had to be rushed to the emergency room in an ambulance. Or they
might have housing debt after buying
property in an expensive suburban
area for the good schools. Automobile debt from when you got that car
last summer. Credit card debt from
Christmas. Student loan debt so you
could be here, at this university. How
much debt do you think your family
has? Think of a number and remember that number.
Credit card debt for the average
American is $15,191, mortgage debt
is $154,365 and student loan debt is
$33,607. In total, American consumers owe $11.68 trillion in debt. 46 percent of college grads are back living in
their childhood bedrooms, so get excited.
Ali Aslam wants to know, “Are
you surprised by these numbers?”
He came to the University of Puget
Sound on Wednesday, April 16 to
give a lecture on the subject. He discussed what American acceptance
and stigmatization of consumer debt
says about our conception of democratic rule and freedom. Aslam is
a political theorist and lecturer at
Princeton University. He studies the
relationships among contemporary
architecture, democratic politics and
ethics. His lecture, titled “Transforming Ordinary: Strike Debt’s Jubilee,”
looked at the resistance movement
Strike Debt and how it responds to
contemporary democratic theory.
Strike Debt, an offshoot of the
2011 movement Occupy Wall Street,
defines itself as “a nationwide movement of debt resisters fighting for economic justice and democratic freedom.” Strike Debt wants you to know
that if you’re in debt, or your family is
in debt, you’re not the only one.
Their slogan says, “You are not
alone. You are not a loan.” The movement’s website offers an instruction
guide called The Debt Resistor’s Operations Manual, which shows you
how to negotiate with and resist debt
collectors (you can read the manual online or buy a print copy.) Strike

Debt also buys the debt of anonymous people for pennies on the dollar and instead of collecting it, they
eliminate it. They call it their “Rolling
Debt Jubilee.” So far, they have abolished over 14 million dollars worth of
consumer debt.
What is interesting about the Strike
Debt movement, Aslam says, is that
it moves what Americans have for
years considered a private issue into
the public realm. Americans typically consider debt as shameful and believe that in acquiring it, they have
failed. This is because we often take
on debt as “rational self-investment.”
We think of ourselves as capital and
seek returns on investments in education, housing, automobiles and our
health.
Aslam says that the Strike Debt
movement is trying to mitigate this
sense of failure by replacing it with a
sense of solidarity. We are all in this
together.
“[Debt] is who we are,” Aslam
says. Debt dictates everything for us
and has an enormous bearing on the
possibilities we can cultivate for ourselves. And the capitalist mindset
pervades the way we think about other non-market activities as well.
Aslam says that the three political questions Americans ask of any
issue are: 1. Does this create jobs? 2.
Does this grow the economy? 3. Does
this make America stronger? Aslam
wonders why are these the only questions we’re asking. We don’t ask what’s
good for democracy or what’s good
for equality. He questions what our
passive acceptance of personal debt
says about our conception of democratic freedom and our resistance to
challenge the status quo.
Freshman Taylar Vajda attended
the lecture and generally agreed with
Aslam. “I think Ali Aslam presented
a really interesting aspect of debt, and
debt intervention, that I hadn’t really
thought of before. I’ve never thought
of the societal effects of debt and how
we are taught to believe it is a shameful condition of our own choosing.
Organizations like Strike Debt present a really unique outlook on one
way to fix this problem nationally,”
she said.
To find out more, you can go to
StrikeDebt.org.

PHOTO COURTESY/PUGETSOUND.EDU

Always a Logger: Arlene (left) and Melissa Flood (right)
celebrate retirement from Puget Sound in February of 2013.

By niCK LOUiE

H

er pumpkin hat perched atop her head, its
green, velvety vines quivering with her every
movement. As she looked up from the register,
her eyes changed from a hardworking focus to a soft and
caring expression—one to match her cheerful and genuine smile. “Happy Halloween!” she said, peering over the
rim of her glasses.
Th is memory of Arlene Holt,
like many others, is one of fondness and nostalgia. Arlene, who
attended Puget Sound from 1952
to 1954, began her career as a cashier in the Puget Sound Diner in
1974.
Her job covered responsibilities
such as customer service, keeping
the dining and condiments area
clean and organized, and handling
both cash and dining cards from
students and visitors alike. However, she provided more than simply her job description entailed:
Arlene provided a truly human
interaction with every student and
customer she came across.
“Arlene worked to learn everyone’s name,” a note at her retirement celebration last June read.
“She loved getting to know students, faculty, and staff. She wel-

comed everyone in a warm and
gracious way.”
“Our time on campus only overlapped by a semester and a half,”
one sophomore said. “But I still

“ ... she provided more than
simply her job description
entailed: Arlene provided
a truly human interaction
with every student and
customer she came across.”
distinctly remember her…she
showed more school spirit than I
did.”
Arlene’s compassion, moreover,

extended past the workplace. During her career at Puget Sound, she
raised four kids-two of which,
Pam Holt ‘86 and Mark Holt ‘91,
also graduated from the University.
“She worked the earliest shift in
the Diner so she could be home
when her children got home from
school,” the note also read.
Her presence at the University,
from her time here as a student
from 1952 to 1954 and her career
as a cashier from 1974 to 2013, has
forever left its mark on each student she came across.
David Wright, University Chaplain and alumnus of the University, reminisced on his memories of
Arlene: “she worked in the Diner
when I started [at Puget Sound]
as a freshman back in 1992, and
when I came to work [at the University] in 2006, she was the fi rst
staff person who greeted me when
I showed up early to get breakfast.”
But behind her warm smiles
and effervescent kindness, Arlene continued her long-enduring
struggle with cancer. Despite all of
this, Arlene maintained her bright
spirit and perseverance as a cashier and member of the campus
community.
“Something about her presence
and demeanor helped shape the
heart of the campus,” Wright said.
Arlene was the recipient of
both the 1992 Staff Member of the
Year Award and the W. Houston
Dougharty Hearthstone Award in
2012, an award presented annually to “an individual…who has contributed, over the year, to enhancing life in the student center,” the
school website reads.
The award exemplifies Arlene’s
persona; she did not simply enable
students to purchase food, but she
went above and beyond to contribute to a community that she
truly cared for.
Arlene-more words than the
article limit could be written to
honor your commitment and contribution to this community, but
the longstanding motto of the
Puget Sound Loggers seems to be
the most accurate: “Once a Logger, always a Logger!” RIP Arlene
Holt, you are and will be missed
from this campus.

World-renowned sarod player performs, delights
By ADA sMiTH

R

ajeev Taranath, a world-renowned sarod
player, graced the halls of Puget Sound to
perform for students and faculty. While the
advertisements for the show promised to deliver, the
overall performance blew students away.
“My expectations were to be
able to witness Indian tradition
through its music. In actuality, not
only did that happen, but I also
learned more about Indian music’s components, its instruments,
and the culture itself ” Nicky Sekino said.
Taranath was taught to play sarod by the acclaimed Maestro Ali
Akbar Khan, who was a National
Living Treasure while he was alive.
Taranath was also trained in the
traditional Hindustani vocal music, and was widely acclaimed as
a prodigy because of his accomplishments in the field.
A sarod is a classical stringed instrument of India and a prominent
component of Hindustani music.
It has a deep sound, and its lack of
frets allows musicians to perform
slides between notes.

Though Taranath still continues
to play traditional instruments,
he sets himself apart by his ability to invoke a wide range of emotions into his show as well as the
innovative uses of technology and
sound that leave his audiences
spell bound.
“When Rajeev performed, the
music was so entrancing, I didn’t
realize an hour had passed without any intermission” Simone
Quinanola said.
If any students were not able to
attend the show, but are interested in finding out more about Taranath, he has some wonderful videos on YouTube showcasing his
music as well as a website, http://
www.rajeevtaranath.com/,
that
give a more though detailing of his
life, work and achievements.

PHOTO COURTESY/LAURA SALTZER

Sarod: Taranath plays an entrancing melody on the sarod, a traditional stringed instrument
popular in Hindustani music.
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Ski Team provides snow-filled
Entrepreneur Column:
opportunities for racers and skiers Creature Advertising
This weekly column is inspired by Tacoma Entrepreneur Network (TEN).
TEN is an intercollegiate network of members in Tacoma designed to explore
and build entrepreneurial careers, launched in 2011 by Professor Lynnette
Claire. Entrepreneurship uses working knowledge from every background of
study. For those who haven’t found their niche yet, are uncertain about what
the future holds, or have a multitude of skills and nowhere to apply them, entrepreneurship could be the answer.

By NAKISHA RENEE JONES

C

PHOTOS COURTESY/CONNER MADIGAN

Ski Team: the team enjoys a sunny day at Stevens Pass at the beginning of the season.

By NICHOLE HINE

T

he University of Puget
Sound Ski Team has been
a part of this campus for
decades and their season recently
ended. The club provides opportunities for those who love to ski
and race. The team has traveled to
Vancouver, Bachelor and various
places around Idaho, just to name
a few destinations.
“It’s a good way to get out there
and get a lot of good snow and see
the mountains,” outgoing President and Treasurer Connor Madigan said.
“Our purpose is to get a group
of people who really love to ski and
get out there on the mountain,” incoming president and treasurer
Catherine Goldes said.
This year the team had six members and they are looking to expand. “We’re going through a transition right now. Connor is going
on PacRim next year and Juhyun
[Shin, team member] is graduating, so we’re losing a big portion of

Logger
Action of
the Week:
Te l l ot h e r s
w h at you r
defi n it ion of
“hom e” is .

the team,” Goldes said. “We want
to get our name out there even
in the off-season to get people to
think about joining.”
The team is more interested
in people with experience in skiing. “We’re looking for people that
have experience skiing, but if you
haven’t raced before that’s okay
too,” Madigan said. “The trips are
mainly for racing.”
“Any money ASUPS gives us is
for racing,” Goldes said.
“But racing doesn’t take all day,
so we just ski the rest of the day.”
Madigan said.
Some members of the ski team,
like Shin, raced before they joined
the ski team at Puget Sound, and
some joined the team with little
race experience. The team competes against various teams from
around the Pacific Northwest such
as University of Washington, University of Oregon and Whitman
College ski teams.
“The ski team used to be a Varsity sport but it got discontinued
within the last decade,” Madigan said. Although the University
does not have an official ski team
anymore, Madigan insists that
the Puget Sound ski team “holds
(their) own” against Universities
with official Varsity ski teams.
The Puget Sound team even
trains with members of the University of Washington Ski team.
“We go up to Snoqualmie and
train with them. We’re friends
with the coach (at University of
Washington) and he coaches us,”
Madigan said. The members of
the Puget Sound ski team and oth-

er teams from around the area get
along. “It’s a really friendly conference,” Shin said.
Many professional racers are not
on college teams, which makes for
a different dynamic.
“Our school isn’t attracting professional racers so it’s just a bunch
of people who like to have fun,”
Goldes said.
The team brings excitement to
the conference by wearing costumes and bringing a good vibe.
“It’s a party on the mountain,”
Shin said.
The ski team starts their season at the beginning of the semester by spending a week before the
winter semester starts at a resort.
They rent a cabin and ski all day.
Along with skiing, the team does
other activities like cooking, going
to the hot tub and getting to know
each other.
“It’s a great time,” Shin said.
While the club is self-funded, the team also receives funding from ASUPS and puts on a
big fundraiser every year to make
money. The club makes it financially possible for students to go
on ski trips together.
“Last year I got to (ski) 10 resorts in one season,” Madigan said.
“It’s a great value and not that
much money,” Shin said.
If you would like more information about joining the Puget
Sound ski team, email Catherine
Goldes at cgoldes@pugetsound.
edu, Connor Madigan at cmadigan@pugetsound.edu or Juhyun
Shin at juhyunshin@pugetsound.
edu.

Theme of the
month: Home
If you have any
questions about the
movement contact
aloha@pugetsound.edu
or message us on FB,
Instagram, or twitter @
UPSAlohaMovement

Debriefs: Fridays. 3
PM. Piano Lounge.

Racing: Ski team member Juhyun Shin during a slalom race at
Brundage Mountain in Idaho.

reature Advertising is a
creative agency focused
on solving business problems for clients with ‘stories that
move.’ Stories that move are simple
ideas that provoke thoughts and inspire actions.
Co-founder and Chief Creative
Officer Jim Haven talked about all
the inner workings of Creature and
how students can share their creativity with the firm.
What makes Creature Advertising unique?
“While most agencies are focused on making better solutions,
Creature is focused on making better problems. We call them beautiful problems. While that may seem
counter intuitive it’s simply because
we believe that all great ideas can
only come from asking the right
questions and developing incredibly unique and focused problems.
Einstein had a similar thought
when he said if he had an hour to
save the world he’d spend 55 minutes on the problem and five minutes on the solution. So, it is our
insights and strategy blended with
our creativity that makes us unique.
And I think it also leads to the diversity of the work we’ve done and
the fact that it is all very bespoke is
evidence of that philosophy.”
How was it started?
“ [Co-founder] Matt [Peters0n]
and I were working together in Amsterdam on a challenging pan-European launch for IT consultancy
called Cap Gemini. It was the first
time we had worked together, and
it was by far the most challenging
assignment we had faced in our careers. Matt and I had talked about
starting an agency and it was at this
moment we agreed that if we could
crack this one, we would start our
own company. We were able to realize that the one force that tied all
of those interests together, including the company, was the economy.
And since we were in a recession at
the time (yes, they are like colds)
the services Cap Gemini offered,
in essence, allowed you to defy the
economy. So that became the campaign: Defy the Economy. It was
quite successful and Matt and I felt
like every else would be simple. As
the universe tends to listen, it was
at that moment we heard that the
Professional Bowler’s Association
was looking for an agency in Seattle and was interested in startups as
they didn’t have a lot of money. We
got a meeting somehow, packed our
stuff and gave it a shot. It kind of
went from there.”
What inspired the creation of
the company?
“Matt and I had worked for some
of the best agencies in the world.
So, we knew the smarts and strategy and effort it took to work on that
level. But we also always believed
there was a better way and that the
great agencies were missing opportunities to free themselves from the
boundaries that traditional media
forms tend to create. At the time
we saw an opportunity to take the
best strategic thinking and creativity and create not just ads but experiences that invited consumers

to participate rather than be forced
in with lame, artless, emotionless
messages. Matt and I wrote down
a sentence then that inspired this
thinking. It said the best media
space you can buy is in someone’s
mind. The only currency that works
for that is a great, involving story.”
What does it look for in employees?
“Generally we look for people
who have an entrepreneurial side
to them. These are people who operate within the company as if they
are running their own business, because in essence they are. People
who are comfortable making decisions and choices on their own and
aren’t afraid to fail for the right reason. A lot of the people who work at
Creature do a lot of things outside
of work that are inspiring as well. I
love people who understand happiness leads to success rather than the
other way around. But also I have to
say we like to be around smart, people who can wield their intelligence
with the proper bedside manner.
Smart is good but arrogance is not.”
How can students find out more
about employment opportunities?
“Well, we have a place on our
website to inquire about jobs but
we are also tuning up on social media and website to be better about
making sure those are visible and
easy to access. But just because you
don’t see something doesn’t mean
we’re not looking.”
Piece of advice for starting a
business?
“First, understand why. And
that’s not ‘we want to have the biggest grocery store in the world.’ It’s
why do you want that. What is behind it? Read Simon Sinek’s Start
With Why and he will inspire you
to define your why. Have a plan.
Sounds dumb, but it’s true. And finally I think it takes really three
things. Hard work, naïveté and
luck. If you work hard enough,
against your plan, you will find
luck. But naïveté is the secret sauce
because it keeps you from believing
in failure.”
Best lesson from your college
experience?
“College introduced me to people who were like me and those
who were not. It’s a grand social experiment that has become important in a relationship business like
mine. Yet it also allowed me to see
a path for myself that I never would
have identified on my own through
talking to others about their points
of few that were much wider than
my own. But some of the best lessons I learned in college happened
after college. Some of the things I
learned started to make sense later
in life when I found them by chance
in context. Perhaps I had learned
them, but I began to understand
them. The biggest of those I think
came from my writing classes.”
Anything else to add?
“Thanks for thinking of us. We
love being involved with UPS and
hope to have smart, creative, weird
people knock on our door and help
us make the next ridiculous idea.”
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Baseball team stretches winning streak to six

PHOTOS COURTESY/ LOGGER ATHLETICS

Baseball: left: Chris Zerio continues to tear the cover off the ball in his amazing hot streak. Right: Steven Wagar continues his great pitching as he was awarded his
second NWC student athlete of the week award this week.

By THOMAS OVERTON
The Logger baseball team faced
off against Pacific University in Forest Grove, Ore. on Friday, April
18. The Loggers were in impressive form as they won both games
against the Boxers on the back of
the first complete shutout by a Logger pitcher since 2006 in game one
and an impressive offensive comeback in the second game.
Junior Steve Wagar (Yakima,
Wash.) held the Boxers scoreless,
only allowing four hits while striking out seven batters. The full game
shutout was the first since Logger
alumnus Taylor Thompson faced off
against Whitman in April of 2006.
The stellar performance by Wagar
was accompanied by two personal
achievements for the junior pitcher.
Alongside the shutout, he pitched
the full nine innings and only allowed four Boxer batters to take hits
off of him.
There was only ever one Boxer runner on-base and not a single
runner made it past second base all
game long.
Logger batters converted on four
of 11 hits to seal the deal on the back
of Wagar’s stellar pitching. The first
run came in the fourth inning when
senior Christian Carter (San Diego, Calif.) cracked a triple to the
middle of the park, bringing home
sophomore Nathan Backes (Seattle,
Wash.) in the process. Sophomore
Nick Funyak made it 2-0 Loggers
as he followed Carter’s triple with a
well-struck double to left field that

brought Carter home. Senior Addison Meltzer (Portland, Ore.) allowed Funyak to progress to third,
and sophomore J.B. Eary (Las Vegas, Nev.) sacrificed his chance to
run the bases to bring home Funyak
and make the Logger lead 3-0.
The final run of the game came
from the Loggers in the seventh inning, making the final score 4-0 for
the visiting team. Senior Connor
Savage (Bothell, Wash.) put himself on base with a solid hit to center
field. He advanced to third base off
a ground out and pitch gone wrong,
and scored on the next play when
senior Jeff Walton (Carmichael, Calif.) made his RBI count 13 for the
season with a single to center field.
Savage was the leader of the hit-parade for the Loggers, connecting on
three of five attempts, while Funyak had a run of his own and an RBI
with two hits and a walk.
Game two was much more of a
contested affair, as the home team
took the lead with runs in the first,
third and fourth innings. The Loggers were not giving up easily
though, getting on the board with
the sacrifice play from Walton, cutting the Boxer lead to two runs. The
home team, looking calm, quickly
extended their lead in the next inning with two more runs. A Pacific pitcher was punished for an illegal action he made and brought in
Walton for the Logger’s second run
of the game, but the home team
quickly recovered and scored two
more runs to bring a 7-2 lead into

the eighth inning.
In desperate need of runs, the
Loggers exploded out of the gates in
the eighth inning, scoring six runs
in seven at-bats to take the lead at
8-7. Sophomore Chris Zerio (Pleasanton, Calif.) kicked off the impressive comeback with a hard hit double down the left field line. The bases
were loaded on the sophomore’s impressive hit, allowing him to bring
home classmate Nickolas Alarico (Honolulu, Hawaii) and senior
Carter. Walton was next up to bat
and his utility was well voiced as he
singled to left field and brought in
Zerio and Savage to score. Three atbats later, Funyak hit a fireball to left
center that brought home Backes
and junior Eric Lund (Tacoma,
Wash.) that ended the prolific inning for the Loggers.
Freshman closer Kian Kurokawa (Hilo, Hawaii) came on at the
bottom of the eighth to tidy up
the game for the visiting team. Zerio gave Kurokawa some breathing
room in the ninth inning, when his
single to center field brought home
Savage to make the Logger lead 9-7.
Things looked nervous as Kurokawa walked the Boxers lead-off hitter
but he kept his resolve and retired
the next three batters in the Boxer
line-up to close out the impressive
come-from-behind victory for the
Loggers. With the save, Kurokawa
is now tied for the most saves in a
single season in the history of Puget
Sound baseball.
Savage and Zerio had the most

hits in game two, both players tallying three a piece. Savage extended his streak, making it nine games
with at least one hit and the longest
active streak on the team. Zerio and
Walton led the RBI category with
three a piece while Funyak was close
on their heels with two of his own.
The Loggers looked to complete
their second season sweep of a team
in the third game, having taken
the first two in an impressive fashion. The Loggers ended up breaking through and winning away from
home against the Boxers 9-4.
The home team were the first
ones on the board with an early run
in the first inning, but the Loggers
weren’t to be outdone as they added
two of their own in the third inning.
Zerio continued his effective hitting
as, with two outs on the board, he
singled to the left of the mound to
bring home sophomore Alex Sierra
(Pasadena, Calif.) for the first run of
the game for the visitors. The next
at-bat involved some crafty play
from the Logger base runners when
both Zerio and Savage stole bases to
advance. An error from the Boxer
catcher allowed Savage to score and
give the visitors the lead at 2-1.
The Loggers pulled ahead even
further with a run in the fifth inning
and five runs in the sixth inning.
Savage started the derby when his
single to center field brought home
two runners from loaded bases. Zerio was next at bat and not to be
outdone by his teammate, brought
home Savage and Alarcio with a vi-

cious double to left of center field.
Carter trotted in for the ninth and
final run of the game in the seventh
inning, making the Logger lead 9-1.
Pacific was not going down without a fight, as they scored three runs
in the final frame of the seventh inning. The Loggers trotted out a pair
of stalwart pitchers in freshmen Kurokawa and Chris Moreno (Novato, Calif.) to slam the door closed
on any comeback from the Boxers.
The two freshmen combined to only
allow four hits and not a single run
was in sight for the home team. The
starting pitcher, senior Lucas Stone
(Ashland, Ore.), earned a win on
the stat sheet for himself with six
innings pitched. The senior starter only allowed one run and retired
eight batters in the process.
The Loggers have not dropped a
game in the last six outings and are
one win away from equaling the
longest streak since 2008. During
this winning run of form, the Loggers are averaging four runs more
than their season average of 4.2 and
hitting with an average of .339 and
an on base percentage of .410. The
pitching is in no way being carried
by the offense as their combined
ERA is 2.83 and their strikeout total is the phenomenal number of 40
during this winning streak.
The Loggers look to continue
their winning ways with a mid-week
game against Saint Martin’s on April
22. Opening pitch is set for 3:00
p.m. at Saint Martin’s home field in
Lacey, Wash.

Senior John Stevens reflects on his four years
playing for the Puget Sound tennis team

PHOTO COURTESY /
LOGGER ATHLETICS

Tennis: Stevens finishes out
his final year.

T

By CLAIRE GRUBB
his season many Puget
Sound athletes will end
their collegiate athlete careers as their
time in college comes to a close. It
is a time of reflection for many of
these seniors as they look back on
their years in the classroom and on

the court. For senior John Stevens,
(Portland, Ore.) this time is the end
of a four years with the men’s tennis team.
Stevens initially had no intention of playing tennis at the collegiate level. He finished high school
ranked 5th in doubles in Oregon
and led as team captain. Like many
Puget Sound students, he came to
the school for its academics and the
beautiful campus.
Stevens changed his mind though
and tried out for the team his freshman year.
All student athletes understand
the work and commitment that it
takes to balance class work with
the demands of playing a sport.
But Stevens had an added pressure
this year when he stepped up for a
unique leadership position when
the team’s previous coach suddenly
quit just two weeks before the season. The sudden loss of a coach did
not stop the team though. Stevens
took on the administrative role of
leading the team in their pre-season
workouts in the interim time before
a new coach could be hired.

“I ran practices for the first two to
three months and coordinated with
the women’s coach,” said Stevens “I
also had to coordinate with coaches
from other schools about the Conference tournament in the fall to
make sure they knew we were coming, even without a coach.”
Stevens’ duties even included
driving teammates to get physicals
to ensure they were ready for the
season.
Leadership changes have been a
reoccurring problem for men’s tennis.
The squad has seen three coaches
in Stevens’ four years.
It is a problem that has affected
the program’s ability to actively recruit players and has deterred players with prior experience from playing for the school.
It is Stevens’ hope though that Joe
Holland, the teams new coach, will
be able to turn things around for
men’s tennis.
“He’s great. He’s very enthusiastic and very on top of things. He has
a great administrative sense of how
the program should be run,” said

Stevens. “The biggest thing about
him is that he will be here for the
long haul to develop recruitment
and make this a winning program.”
Stevens’ leadership does not end
on the court.
He is a founding father of Beta
Theta Pi, serves as the men’s tennis
representative for the Student Advisory Council and is the fundraising chair for Four Horsemen Investments, a student-run investment
group on campus.
The last four seasons have not just
been about work for Stevens. With a
small squad it is easy for the team to
bond and become close.
Stevens has seen the team dynamic change over the past four
years and describes the current
squad as mellow but also enthusiastic about the sport.
Stevens has also traveled with the
team for spring break every year,
the last two years the team has traveled to Orlando to play teams from
around the country.
It is a chance to bond as a team,
escape the dreary Tacoma weather,
play tennis and even go to Disney

World.
Student-athletes like Stevens have
to learn to balance the physical and
emotional exhaustion of sports with
the demands of school work.
This is especially true at DIII
schools where athletes are students
first, even though there is still a high
expectation of dedication and effort
on the field.
Though this balance can be tricky,
Stevens describes it as rewarding.
“The DIII level is very unique
in that the competitive level is not
nearly as high, which for me is perfect because I want to play a sport
but I don’t want to dedicate my life
to it,” Stevens said. “I want to play
for the love of the game.”
Stevens has officially ended his
collegiate tennis career and is now
looking forward to some time off
the court.
Like all student athletes he is
ending his athletic experience with
good memories and friends from
his team.
It is a bittersweet end to a tennis career that has spanned nearly
20 years.
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Tennis team finishes off their spring season

By ZOEY OLBUM

Though the men’s tennis team has
had a tough time this 2014 spring
season, they continue to keep their
determination and confidence as
they look ahead to next year’s season.
In the month of April, men’s tennis has had five matches thus far,
competing against other challenging teams in the Northwest Conference.
Commencing this month with
a 6-3 win against Linfield at the
school’s home court, the Logger
men prevailed, winning their third
match of the season. The Loggers
won two of the three doubles matches as partners Daniel Deuel (Oakland, Calif.) and Colton Wright

(Corvallis, Ore.) and partners Myles Rivera-Flam
(Sacramento, Calif.) and
Abe Noyes (Southwest
Harbor, Maine) dominated by a 8-6 margin.
Singles competitor Jake
Peterson (Bellevue, Wash.)
won both his matches
with final scores of both
6-1 at Linfield. John Stevens (Portland, Ore.) also
contributed to the team’s
success, as he beat his opponent in the singles
matches, adding the sixth
point to the Logger’s score.
Following their day of
accomplishment and triumph at Linfield, the Logger men began to face challenges, and, sadly, lost their
successful momentum.
Playing Pacific Lutheran University at their campus on
April 11, the Loggers took a downturn, unfortunately falling 7-2 to the
neighboring Lutes.
Seniors Chas Stewart (Pittsburgh,
Pa.) and Stevens won their single
matches of the dual. Stewart then
held a personal record for his last
season of 4-2. Stevens tallied his
fifth individual win of the season.
The doubles teams played tough
matches, and, though they put up a
strong fight, fell to PLU’s pairs.
Next the Loggers played the Lewis and Clark College Pioneers on
April 12 for their first of three consecutive home games to finish out
the 2014 spring season.
Starting strong and with vigor,
the Logger men fought until the
end, though the Pioneers are strong

and extremely competitive.
Though the Loggers played with
great hope and effort, they fell to the
neighboring college 9-0.
Freshman Myles Rivera-Flam,
though he ultimately lost his match,
played with determination in hopes
of breaking the losing streak. Rivera-Flam won the middle of the three
sets he played against Pioneer Morgan Joyce. In the third set, though,
Joyce overtook Rivera-Flam and
won the match.
In their second of three stretches
of home matches, the Loggers hosted Pacific University on April 18,
wrapping up the season.
Rivera-Flam again came to a
head with yet another conference
competitor. After each winning six
games in the first set, both Rivera-Flam and his Boxer competitor
forced a set tiebreaker. After a grueling match, Rivera-Flam fell to the
guest, coming just short of victory.
Additionally, senior Stewart put
up a mighty fight, winning six total
games before falling to his Bulldog
competitor. Stewart holds the number two singles position. Noyes also
won fives games before being overtaken and taking the fourth singles
position.
In the final match of the season,
the Puget Sound tennis team hosted
George Fox on Senior Day.
Commencing with doubles play,
the Loggers put forth their best
form in a strong attempt to beat the
Bruin visitors. Winning six games,
duo Stewart and Rivera-Flam won
six games in their match against the
Bruins. Deuel and Wright, another
duo set at number 3 also attempted to beat out the visitors. Unfortu-

Tennis: The men’s tennis team competes in a home meet versus crosstown rivals Pacific Lutheran University Lutes.
nately, both partner duos fell 8-6.
Once again, in his singles play,
Rivera-Flam forced a third set tiebreaker with the Bruins competitor
prevailing a second time over Puget
Sound men’s player.
Also forcing a tiebreaker, junior
Noyes fell 7-6 in his set against Bruin Nick Grafton.
Playing their final games of their
Puget Sound tennis careers, seniors
Stewart and Stevens, ranked number two and five respectively, finished with the most singles victories
on the squad overall despite their
losses to the Bruins in this match.
Closing their season with a 3-13
record and a 2-10 Northwest Con-

ference play record, the Logger
men’s tennis team battled until the
last rally of the final match.

PHOTOS COURTESY / LUC SOKOLSKY

Golf teams drive home a strong 2014 season
in the rankings,
where a majority of the golfers
placed in the
top 10. Whitworth and Willamette ended
up placing first
and
second,
r e s p e c t i v e l y,
for the NWC
Spring Classics.
The
men’s
team as a whole
did fairly well
since they all
placed in the
average score
PHOTO COURTESY/LOGGER ATHLETICS
range.
Ben
Hayes (Fairlee,
By MIA KELLIHER
Vt.) was ranked second among the
This time of year coincides with
the end of many spring sports.
Many teams are either on the last
“ Adam Bean placed the
stretch of games or have already
highest for Puget Sound at
concluded their season. For the
men’s and women’s golf team, the a ranking of 14 with a total
last match occurred on April 19- 20
score of 160 for the final. ”
for the Whitman Invite at the Veterans Memorial Golf Course and
Wine Valley Golf Course in Walla Walla, Wash. This Invite was the
last chance for the Loggers to prove
their skills and talents before the Puget Sound team, and was number
Northwest Conference Champion- 20 of 43 players with a score of 164.
Currently the NWC golf standships that takes place on April 26-27
ings
for the 2013-2014 season are
in Salem, Ore.
The most previous event occurred Willamette ranked number one, Pathe first weekend of April during the cific Lutheran and Whitworth tied
NWC Spring Classics. Nine teams for second place, and Puget Sound is
participated in the men’s events and ranked third. The Loggers received
Puget Sound ended up placing in 4.5 points from the Spring Classic
fourth, tied with Linfield, for a total combined with 6 points from the
score of 654. For the first round they Fall Classic.
The men’s team has performed
placed third with a score of 319.
Adam Bean (Portland, Ore.) strongly not only this season, but
placed the highest for Puget Sound also this year. Losing four seniors
at a ranking of 14 with a total score this year will make a difference to
of 160 for the final. Both Whit- the team, but luckily the team will
worth and Willamette had very still have some star players to help
strong players which could be seen lead the team for future events.

The women’s golf team is on the
same schedule as the men’s and is
finishing off its season by the end of
the month.
At the Spring Classic, Puget
Sound unfortunately placed last out
of the nine teams with a score of 828.
For the women’s Spring Classic,
George Fox took first place with a
total score of 660. They dominated
the tournament by scoring with a
high lead.
Out of the Puget Sound team,
only sophomore Halle Peterson
(Boulder, Colo.) ranked in the top
20 with a score of 178. Senior Melissa Merrigan (Happy Valley, Ore.)
was the second ranked for the team
with a score of 199 and ranked 32
out of 44 players.
Since the women’s golf team is
still a growing one, they are improving at each event with hopes of becoming a stronger program.
Both the women’s and men’s golf
teams have had a eventful and memorable year together from the highlights of events to the bonds they
have created.
With the NWC championships
only being a week away, this is the
chance for the Loggers to prove to
not only themselves, but everyone
else all of the effort and dedication
they have put into the golf teams.

Golf: Men’s and women’s teams both had strong seasons, and
they end with the drive to grow even more for next year.

Loggers Baseball Schedule 2014

		
Sat 26

April
Willamette *		

3:00 p.m.

Sun 27

Willamette *		

12:00 p.m.

Sun 27

Willamette *

3:00 p.m.

May
Sat 3

at Pacific (Ore.)

12:00 p.m.

Sat 3

at Pacific (Ore.)

3:00 p.m.

Sun 4

at Pacific (Ore.)        12:00  p.m.          
12:00 PM
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A pleasant visit to Point D Off-campus house
desperate for
squirrel whisperer
By VERNICIOUS KNID

In a stroke of marketing genius,
Dodger Blatheramm, Head of Public Relations, decided to relocate the
Point Defiance Zoo Exhibit to the
Music Building in order “to bring
attention to the wildly diverse student body we have here on campus”
and “to really show students that
we’re committed to ‘Living Green.’
What’s more green than letting the
flora and fauna we borrowed from
the zoo have a new life in the practice rooms?”
Not all are very pleased about the
changes. Director of bands Marshal Gard was heard to have said,
“There is a CAT in my tuba! Why?!
And why are the printers STILL not
working??” After a week of troubleshooting the printer problem, the
tech heads were about ready to take
a sledge hammer to it when one of
them realized that they’d forgotten
to check printer door number four.
On the other hand, the university
tourism business is booming. I got
in line behind the prospies one day
to see what all the fuss was about.
The tour guide, Stiles Stilinksi,
was charming, gregarious and
knowledgeable—a perfect example
of the award-winning tour guide
service we have come to expect
from the administration.
For example, one of the hippos
almost chewed a prospie-parent’s
arm off, but luckily enough Stilinksi
had a bag of those Hungry-HungyHippo balls and so pacified the vo-

racious, semi-aquatic fiend.
During the tour, I came across a
number of very disgruntled music
room users. “This is sooo dumb!”
DeeDee Bananabruh said. “I tried
to use the practice rooms the other
day but couldn’t because a pair of
blue-footed boobies were conducting a mating ritual!”
“You definitely can’t interfere with
that,” I said sagely. “What do you
play and what is your normal practice routine?”
“Normally I’m in the practice
room before class, between classes,
during lunch and then there’s ensemble in the afternoon, followed
by writing music papers in the library. If I’m lucky, I can get some
scales in around midnight right
before I start working on my other
homework, and then hopefully get
to bed before three.”
“Holy cats that’s hard! How the
heck do you keep up with that
schedule?” I asked.
“Three pounds of coffee per week
and—” here she paused, and then
shouted at the top of her lungs,
“MORAL FIBERRRR!!!!”
“Ah I see. Moral fiber—that makes
sense,” thought I.
“Here is the zoo’s highly eclectic
gift shop,” said Stilinksi unnecessarily as we entered L1. “You can buy
all sorts of things to commemorate
your visit-like these large circle
thingies right here, which are emblematic of the Sun, which we don’t
see that often. This one,” he said as

he picked up a whimsical jangly
knick knack about the size of his
face, “is my favorite. You can use it
like this.” Beaming proudly, he then
proceeded to chuck the thing across
the room as if it were a frisbee.
“What’s a tambourine?” I asked,
curious.
“It’s a toy—”
“—but I thought you said it wasn’t
a toy?”
“It isn’t a frisbee that’s for sure. No,
it’s a accessory.”
“Ok, ok, so,” he said while executing some impromptu thumb rolls.
“We got this tree in the studio.
That’s where the tambourine comes
from. The tree’s name is SHELBY,
the scientific name for a tambourine is Shelbicaa Janglefacecus,
namsayin?”
“What’s a SHELBY?”
“She Has Excellent Leaves and
Branches, Yo. It do, it do. Tru fax.”
Overall, the zoo looks to be a
worthwhile investment, and will
certainly do wonders for the diversity campaign. Several departments in the music building have
set up ensembles specifically for
the visitors, like the a capella group
“the Caterwaulers”, which is basically just a bunch of angry cats hissing and spitting at each other with
elevator music playing in the background. When asked to comment,
their director said, “Meow meow
meow meow meow meow meow
meow meow meow meow meow
meow. Meow.” You said it, dude!

By STONE COLD STEVE
AWESOME

A couple of weeks ago, two squirrels ransacked a house full of
English majors who, for all their
knowledge of obscure Renaissance
vocabulary, simply could not reason with the little devils.
“I opened the door one afternoon
after I got out of class and found
them just sitting on my doorstep. I
tried to say hello to them and offer
some Earl Grey like any respectable
man of literature but they just ran
between my legs and started chewing on all of our books. ‘How rude!’
I thought. It was ever so appalling.
One of my books was so torn up by
the vermin that I had to go out and
get a new one.. It was leatherbound
too,” student renter Hank Reelsby
said, ever so lamentingly.
One squirrel has been chased out
the sidedoor while the other seems
to have taken up residence somewhere in the house.
When the strategy of using barricades to trap the squirrel didn’t
work, it became clear that they had
been outwitted, for the squirrel had
taken to the walls.
Every night, housemates report
that they can hear it scampering
around their beds, haunting their

sleep like some kind of verminous
specter.
“It’s just like that Lovecraft story:
THE RATS, THE RATS IN THE
WALLS!” Cordelia Browningstone, the resident eccentric, said
as she flailed her arms about in a
wild interpretive dance to express
the intensity of her paranoia.
When they awoke the morning
after the squirrel’s arrival, all of
their precious books were eaten,
including Hank’s new copy.
As if they were preparing for an
exorcism, the housemates debated
what could be done to purge the
book-hungry pestilence from their
home.
“Well we could just tear up the
walls like Nathan Lane in that one
90s movie,” pondered Browningstone.
“You’re referring to Mouse Hunt
and it’s a film not a movie you silly
Yankee,” chided Reelsby, who is
not British even in the slightest.
After some incensed debate about
the subtle distinction between a
film and a movie, they finally decided to put out an ad out on CraigsList, which read as follows:
“SQUIRREL WHISPERER FOR
HIRE. WILL BE PAID EVER SO
HANDSOMELY. JUST GET THIS
THING OUT OF OUR HOUSE.”

On-campus ghosts Commencement Hall residents
revealed to be just increase demands for luxuries
really pale students
By BILLY THE PUBESCENT

I

By YOLO ONO
n a spooky revelation that
has shocked the campus
community, sources have
finally confirmed that the
fabled ghost of Wyatt is
actually pale student Jessica Walters.
The announcement came after a
three year study that followed the
ghost during her time in Wyatt,
noting its location, habits and the
occasional small banter with other
classmates.
“At first we thought that there
actually was a ghost in Wyatt. The
ghost had class from 8-12, then
would disappear, and come back
for gender studies from 1-2. Once
we started recognizing these patterns it was easy to tell that the
ghost was Jessica Walters and not
actually important,” ghost hunter Marlin Mando, head researcher
of the study and star of the Travel Channel’s “Ghost Hunters,”
said.
While some are happy with
Mando’s findings, others are questioning the legitimacy of the study,
claiming that too many questions have been left unanswered
to definitively prove Walters is the
ghost.
“They don’t even cover the basics,” paranormal enthusiast Darc
Flame complained. “The study
never even explains the ghost’s
ability to walk through walls.
Some pale girl named Jessica can’t
do that. Do they really expect us to
believe this?”
Other questions raised by students include if the ghost is a per-

son, why does she say “hi” to the
same people even though they never respond, why doesn’t she speak
in class and why is a show about
ghosts on the Travel Channel?
Mando responded to these criticisms and more by simply stating
they will be answered on this season’s “Ghost Hunters.”
“I’d love to give it all away but
I can’t. We have a show to do. I
promise you’ll get all your answers
and more in the upcoming season,”
Mando told The Flail.
However, he assured us the upcoming season will focus on a large
amount of bullshit similar to the
ghost of Wyatt Hall case, promising to include everything but real
ghosts.
“The show is staying true to its
themes of mistaking regular noises for paranormal activity. At one
point, we even confuse an old
woman for a mummified corpse.
It should be a good time. Just trust
us, we would never put a real ghost
on this show.”
While students like Darc Flame
aren’t 100 percent satisfied with
Mando’s statement, they are willing to wait.
“After thinking about it for a
while, I’m fine with having to
wait to find out exactly how Jessica Walters is the ghost of Wyatt. I
even have developed my own fan
theories! She can’t actually walk
through walls, she’s just so pale it
looks like she is,” Flame told The
Flail.
His theory proves to be a pretty
solid one, as Jessica Walters is really freaking pale.

Now that the new residence hall,
otherwise known as Commencement Hall, has been here for almost
a whole year, some of the residents
living in the building have apparently had some problems with their
living space. The following is taken
from a leaflet that was nailed to the
entrance of Jones Hall sometime
between 11:00 p.m. April 17 and
5:00 a.m. April 18.

Commencement Hall Demands
We the associated members of the
Commencement Hall OrganizaPHOTO COURTESY/MICHAEL VILLASENOR
tion for Action and Decisions, or
C.H.O.A.D., hereby demand the Commencement: Responding to the dorm’s lack of lavishfollowing improvements/changes ness, residents lashed out against the administration.
to Commencement Hall. We are
prepared to make no concessions to 12th and Alder that blocks many to be used by Commencement Hall
the administration, as we believe as residents’ views of Mt. Rainer be cut residents at their whim. These carts
Commencement Hall residents we down immediately so that we may must have the right of way over pedestrians and other, lesser, golf carts
are entitled to these demands and better see the mountain.
•
We demand that the heat- on all pathways around the Univerluxuries. If they are not met by the
end of the school year the members ed floors in the Koala Room be in- sity
•
We demand a private line
of C.H.O.A.D. will kidnap and hold corporated throughout the building
so that we may warm our feet at our to the Cellar as well as a free of
Dean Spike Koala’s hair hostage.
leisure.
charge delivery service.
Our demands are the following:
•
We demand that the class•
We demand all Com•
We demand more towel
warmers. There must be two to rooms currently in use in our build- mencement Hall residents’ ID cards
three retrofitted into each bath- ing be converted into common be covered in gold leaf, in order
rooms and/or tennis courts to bet- for them to be better recognized
room in the building.
•
We demand larger rooms.   ter entertain Commencement Hall around campus.
We believe these demands are
Our single rooms are not large residents.
•
We demand that our free deserved and fair. Commenceenough to sufficiently live or lounge
in. We demand that all singles be laundry machines pay us for doing ment Hall residents have become
upgraded to the size of doubles seen our laundry to provide an added in- accustomed to certain levels of excentive to clean our clothes.
cellence, grandeur and opulence,
in Regester or Seward.
•
We demand ceremonial and these additions will meet those
•
We demand two (2) rows
of reserved seats to all Tahoma guards to be posted in front of all expectations.
entrances to Commencement Hall,
room talks and/or dinners.
The University at this time has not
•
We demand that residents and for them to be clad in Puget
of Regester and Seward avert their Sound colors and carry Com- responded to the above demands;
however, rumor has spread that
eyes when looking in the direction mencement Hall insignias.
•
We demand no less than Dean Koala’s hair has been moved
of Commencement Hall.
•
We demand the tree on five and no more than 20 golf carts to a safe location at this time.
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Sandow Birk’s “American Qur’an” exhibit

Kittredge hosted gallery of works, including translated texts and 3D art

By KATHRYN STUTZ
For the past month, Puget Sound’s
Kittredge Gallery has hosted the exhibit “American Qur’an,” created by
renowned artist Sandow Birk.
Birk’s series consists of 16-by-24
inch pages inscribed with an English
translation of the text of the Qur’an,
and illustrated with diverse images of modern American life, from
inner-city graffiti-covered urbanscapes, to prosaic suburban settings,
to the fallout of the Iraq War. These
images are placed within illustration
structures from the Qur’an, like intricate gold-plated borders and illuminated letters.
The series also includes several
three-dimensional art pieces. Along
with the selection of Qur’an pages
displayed at Kittredge Gallery, Birk
provided a ceramic piece made in
collaboration with his wife, the tal-

ented ceramic artist Elyse Pignolet.
This ceramic sculpture, “CCTV,”
takes the physical shape of a traditional CCTV camera, but is decorated with intricate patterns of blue,
white and turquoise glaze, imitating
the designs of glazed tiles typically
found in mosques and other Middle
Eastern architecture. The name Allah, the Islamic word for God, is
painted in Arabic characters over
the ‘lens’ of the camera.
Birk said he often “uses CCTV
surveillance camera to represent being watched by God.” This religious
theme can also be seen in many
of Birk’s illustrated Qur’an pages,
along with imagery like graffiti,
mass communication, urban environments and suburban life.
Also typically included in exhibitions of Birk’s work are versions of
the Mihrab, an object which Birk
calls “a niche in the wall of a mosque
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Sandow Birk: The artist gave a talk April 14 on his art and process. Above right, ceramic sculpture titled “CCTV.”

that indicates the ‘qibla,’ that is, the
direction of the Kaaba in Mecca and
hence the direction that Muslims
should face when praying.” Birk’s interpretation of the Mihrab takes the
form of the wall-niche American
are most likely to be familiar with—
the ATM.
Inspired by American cultural
dialogues about the theoretical incompatibility between America and
Islam, Birk developed the concept
of combining the two within his art,
to make the Qur’an and Islam itself
“more accessible, more familiar, less
foreign, less frightening to people.”
Birk spoke at two events during
his week at Puget Sound: a presentation at Kittredge Gallery as part of
the “Living Art” series, and a panel
discussion entitled “Reimagining
Text and Image.” At both of these
events, Birk discussed the theory
and process of his latest project,
American Qur’an.
Birk said he was very interested
in doing things “only artists can do,”
such as creating handmade manuscripts. This kind of creative and
technical craftsmanship is important to Birk’s vision for American
Qur’an.
At the “Reimagining Text and Image” panel, Birk joined Professor of
Art Lisa Sweet from Evergreen State
University, and University of Puget
Sound Professors of English Denise
Despres and Mita Mahato.
Mahato opened the panel by discussing her own experience of the
tension between visual and verbal imagery in the realm of comic
books, saying, “When working with
comics, we understand words and
images as two different levels of
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meaning.”
Sweet and Despres talked extensively about their experiences
studying religious art and sacred
manuscripts, and Sweet noted that
often with illustrations of these religious texts, “The image makes is responsible for translating theology.”
Birk then discussed his artistic
process for projects like his illustrated Dante’s Divine Comedy, and,
of course, “American Qur’an”, where
he developed the concept of highlighting the disconnect between text
and image.
About his Dante project, Birk
said, “They weren’t illustrations of
the text, so much as criticisms of
it, asking the question of whether
Dante was right about who was allowed to enter heaven.”
This idea that “images could contradict the text” led Birk to an even
more vital discovery: that images

could be used to force viewers to
stop and reconsider their preconceived notions of a text.
“There are people who point to
the parts of the Qur’an that talk
about war and violence, and I wanted to flip it around, referring to the
Americans who are waging war in
the Middle East,” Birk said. “‘For
the Qur’an,’ in a way—against the
Americans who are suspicious of it.”
After nine years, Birk has transcribed nearly all of the Qur’an.
With an end date of this coming
summer, Birk is exploring his publishing options, hoping to print fullscale copies with all 223 pages of his
“American Qur’an” in book form.
Birk’s artwork can be viewed on
his website, www.sandowbirk.com.
Several pages of the “American
Qur’an” series will be on display
with the Stan Sheldmidine exhibition in Collins Library though May
30.

Reviewing the Tacoma Opera, and a look at next season
This season concluded with Madama Butterfly, and next season
will feature The Magic Flute, The Mikado and Romeo et Juliette
By CASEY DEY
The Tacoma Opera finished its
2013-14 season last weekend with
great triumph. After a fantastic
three shows this year—Pirates of
Penzance, Barber of Seville and
Madama Butterfly—the company
is thrilled for next season, featuring The Magic Flute, The Mikado
and Romeo et Juliette.
This year Tacoma witnessed the
amazing talents of the Tacoma Opera Company in three magnificent

productions. Pirates of Penzance
by Gilbert and Sullivan, the opera
buffa (or comic opera), featured
Eric Neuville as Frederic, Director of Vocal Studies at Puget Sound
Dawn Padula as Ruth, Ryan Bede as
the Pirate King, Megan Chenovick
as Mabel and Nancy Blaisdell as
Queen Victoria, her final role after
20 years at Tacoma Opera.
Baritone Barry Johnson, who
played Major General Stanley, said
working on Pirates with Padula
was great fun.

“We had such an incredibly fun
time during rehearsals that our
sides would hurt from laughing!
How wonderful to get paid for doing something you truly love!”
Rossini’s Barber of Seville, another opera buffa and the prequel
to Mozart’s Marriage of Figaro,
featured Jose Rubio as Figaro, Matthew Richardson as Count Almaviva, Jordan LaRae McClellan as Rosina, Lee Strawn as Dr. Bartolo and
Benjamin Harris as Don Basilio.
The season concluded with Puc-

PHOTO COURTESY/JP HALVERSON

Pantages on Broadway: Downtown Tacoma boasts a talented music scene, including the Tacoma Opera. Although this season just ended, next year’s lineup has already been released.

cini’s Madama Butterfly, featuring
Naomi Ruiz as CioCio-San (Butterfly), Jon Farmer as B. F. Pinkerton, Sarah Larsen as Suzuki, Karl
Reyes as Goro and Johnson as
Sharpless.
Johnson has sung over 25 roles
with the Tacoma Opera since
the early 90s. He considers it his
“home company,” after singing
with Seattle Opera, Opera Colorado, Portland Opera, Las Vegas
Opera and many more.
“I have sung many roles with Seattle Opera and absolutely love the
company, but Tacoma has a homemade feel to it that I like,” Johnson
said.
He greatly encouraged students
to go see the operas because there
is so much involved even with a
single production.
“Students should go to Tacoma
Opera because of the visceral reaction you get sitting in the audience
and experiencing the raw power of
the unamplified wall of sound. Opera singers train to cut an orchestra
and when we cut it loose, it is awesome!” Johnson said.
“The live experience is always
the best as you know from going to a rock concert or visiting a
great museum. Seeing tremendous
works of art in person is completely different than on a computer
screen.”
“Whether you are a singer or
musician, you most likely perform
with a band, chorus, orchestra...
On a stage, in a theater, bar or
coffee shop,” Patron Services and
Marketing Manager Claire Yuckert said. “Experiencing opera first

hand is an important part of music
history and culture.”
Next season will feature another
round of fantastic productions—
Mozart’s The Magic Flute, Gilbert
and Sullivan’s The Mikado and
Gounod’s Romeo et Juliette. Gilbert and Sullivan’s operas have a

“ Students should go to
Tacoma Opera because of
the visceral reaction you get
sitting in the audience and
experiencing the raw power
of the unamplified wall of
sound.”
—Barry Johnson

huge fan base in the Pacific Northwest, and this will be the debut of
The Mikado on the Tacoma Opera
stage.
Student Rush tickets are a great
way for students to afford these
awesome experiences. Show up to
the box office with your student
ID up to two hours early and get
in for 10 bucks, or you can watch
the dress rehearsal the night before
opening for five.
For those potentially interested
in performing next season, auditions are held May 2-4. You must
perform five arias from various
operas and languages to show your
understanding of the language and
content. See tacomaopera.com under “Auditions” for more details.
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Tacoma Maritime Festival September 20 and 21
By SABINE GLOCKER

While fall semester may feel like
it is a long time away, it will be here
sooner than you might think. So
why not start finding things to do
to usher in the new school year? The
Maritime Festival is one such event.
Junior Nick Cochran is the Lead
Environmental Marketer for the
Tacoma Maritime Fest Student
Marketing Team and wants to help

spread the word. Six students from
University of Puget Sound and
Pierce College, including one from
Mumbai and another from the Ivory
Coast, are all working together to
increase the diversity of the event.
Cochran described the festival
as a “celebration of the waterfront
through many different avenues.”
The event will feature student art,
food, live bands and massive ships

which will also serve to help people
explore the waterfront. The event
celebrates Tacoma’s origins as a seaport, and the waterfront’s continued
value to the area.
“Each year, a coalition of community organizers, sponsors, shipmates
and talented Tacomans come together to create a festival celebrating
the history and accomplishments of
the Tacoma waterfront,” the festival’s
website says. “The waterfront—over
46 miles of shoreline—has proved to
be one of our city’s most valuable resources; from shipping and industry
to food and recreation, our waterway has it all.”
The festival not only helps to
bring Tacomans together, it also
helps bring awareness to the waterfront. In a time when resources
like trees are not as valued as they
should be, this festival helps draw
people to the water and helps them
grow to appreciate it and want to
protect it more.
“Tacoma Maritime Fest is a not
only a big aspect of our community
here, but more so a way to become
further educated in marine science,
the environment, and the rich maritime tradition that has made Tacoma, WA so unique,” Cochran said.
“This is a fun event made for all of
us, young and old, to be inspired
for greater causes beyond the world
here at Puget Sound. My involvement has been rewarding in seeing
this process develop as we look forward to this celebration.”
The festival, celebrating its 22nd
year, will take place on September
20 and 21 at Thea Foss Park and the
Foss Waterway Seaport.
“The Tacoma Maritime Fest Planning Team is pleased to bring this
annual waterfront celebration to the
community for the 22nd year. This
year we plan to cast a wider net to-
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The Waterfront: Tacoma boasts over 46 miles of shoreline,
providing both natural beauty and economic opportunity. The
Maritime Festival next September is to celebrate our waterfront.
wards new communities, including
a more regional focus while marketing to students and local neighborhoods who generally don’t hear
about the festival,” festival director
Sue Schaeffer said.
If you find yourself looking for
something to do while taking a
break from the new semester, head
on down to the Maritime festival.
This year it will include a “quick &
dirty” boat building competition,
seminars, every type of water craft
demo and boat exploration where
you can board massive and gorgeous ships, including the famous
Lady Washington.
The festival’s goal this year is to
expand attendance, with a projected
attendance of 10,000 people over
the weekend. Admission is free, so
go enjoy yourself!
Located on Schuster Parkway,
both Thea Foss Park and the Foss
Waterway Seaport offer a variety of

activities. From Schuster Parkway,
turn onto 4th St., and the park will
be in front. Located right on the
water, the park is a great place for a
picnic and frisbee.
Continue a little further down
Dock Street and you will find the
Foss Waterway Seaport. The historic building is home to maritime
exhibits on Tacoma’s history as a
port, as well as a boat shop, educational classroom and views of the
waterfront. For those students with
relatives coming into town, the Metro parks are a great way to get them
out of the house.
A great spot to show off Tacoma’s
natural beauty, the park and seaport
are easiest to reach by car or bike.
More information about the event
can be found http://maritimefest.
org/. Additionally, information
on Tacoma’s parks can be found
at http://www.metroparkstacoma.
org/.

What She Said wows audience with their range of talent
By MADELEINE GATHMAN

The lovely ladies of What She Said
stunned their audience with their
vocal talent on Wednesday, April 16
in Kilworth Chapel. Equipped with
only four microphones, their fabulous voices and sleek black attire,
What She Said dazzled a full house.
The support from Puget Sound
students was evident from the moment the a capella group set foot on
stage. The ladies were greeted with
excited shouts from the audience
as they each took their position on
stage.
To start the evening, What She
Said sang a smooth rendition of
“Sweater Weather” by The Neighborhood, setting the bar high for
the rest of the performance.
The rest of the night featured a variety of songs ranging from classic,
feel-good tunes like “This Will Be
(An Everlasting Love)” sung originally by Natalie Cole to hauntingly
beautiful arrangements like “Blindsided” by Bon Iver and “The Preda-

tory Wasp Of The Palisades Is Out
To Get Us!” by Sufjan Stevens, for
which the a capella group Garden
Level joined the singers.

“ The best thing about being
in an ensemble like ours
is that when those certain
things happen, we all feed
off of each other and can fix
the problems before they get
too ugly or out of hand ”
—Stephanie Gates

It is hard to say if there was a single best performance, but the ladies
of What She Said had plenty of positive commentary on various pieces.
“My favorite song was probably
‘[B]lindsided’ because it was more
of a group piece where we all could
just sing as an ensemble without the

flashiness of a soloist,” sophomore
Lindsey Long said.
A definite highlight of the night
was listening to the incredibly talented Jennifer Kullby belt out a
passionate arrangement of “Fallin’”
by Alicia Keys. As she took the microphone and began the song, the
audience was subdued in awe. She
managed to sing the entirety of a
song that demands a staggering vocal range not only competently, but
flawlessly.
While the ladies of What She Said
certainly humbled the audience with
their sheer talent, they also made a
point to lighten up the evening with
an insouciant performance of “Your
Love is My Drug” by Ke$ha.
For this song, the group donned
photo-booth ensembles and let
loose with their carefree dancing.
The refreshingly silly freshman
Caitlin Kerwin sent the audience
into hysterics as she emulated the
diva song-writer, finishing off the
song with Ke$ha’s playful compli-
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What She Said: The a capella group stunned the audience
with their flawless renditions of a wide rang of songs, including
“Blindsided,” “Sweater Weather” and “Your Love Is My Drug.”
ment: “I like your beard.”
Now” by Queen. The three groups
“My favorite song to perform was ended the evening on a high note
definitely ‘Your Love Is My Drug’ with this buoyant rendition and left
because our soloists were so great their audience smiling.
[and because] it ended the con“Just like anything you do on
cert on such a great note (no pun stage, there are going to be messintended). There was so much en- ups and there are going to be things
ergy throughout the piece, and it that you wish didn’t happen, but
was very obvious that everyone in the best thing about being in an enthe group absolutely loved what we semble like ours is that when those
were doing,” sophomore Stephanie certain things happen, we all feed
Gates said.
off of each other and can fix the
Overall, the concert was a treat problems before they get too ugly or
for all those who attended. Any out of hand, Gates said. “But I am
speed bumps along the way were so incredibly proud of the women in
minor compared the overwhelm- What She Said and I am so pleased
ing talent of these Puget Sound stu- at how well the concert went.”
dents.
While this season of a capella perMen’s a capella group Garden formances is finished, Puget Sound
Level joined the ladies on-stage for students returning in the fall would
an arrangement of a Sufjan Stevens be wise to keep What She Said on
song, but What She Said, Garden their radar, as these lovely ladies are
Level and Underground Sound sure to dazzle their audiences in fubanded together for the concert’s fi- ture performances as well.
nale performance of “Don’t Stop Me

